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The first impression once the book is opened is that it is a butterfly ecology book, or a field guide. More than 3,300
beautiful photographs make a strong impression, but the content includes a wide range of information about the
differentiation of adult morphology, taxonomy, species and habitat, behavior, larval stage, host plants, and
conservation, making it a book with high scientific value, not merely a collection of beautiful photographs of
butterflies.

This book was completed based on the knowledge of the author, George (Michael), and his experiences over 50
years and the latest data which were collected by field surveys over the past 15 years with his co-researcher Nancy
(his wife) who is a graduate in Botany.

In the book, the ecological and life history of all 247 species of Sri Lankan butterflies (including 31 endemics, 84
unique subspecies) are described in detail. In particular information of host plants and larval stages which was
recently published by the authors in international journals is also included. In addition, for the genera that have
several closely related species that are difficult to identify such as the Lycaenid genus Jamides and the 7 species of
Spindasis (which is said to be of African origin), identification keys are given along with photographs that point out
the differences.

10 chapters of this book: 1. Sri Lanka and its butterflies, 2. Life of the butterfly, 3. Conservation, 4. Introduction to
species’ accounts, 5. Hesperiidae, 6. Lycaenidae, 7. Nymphalidae, 8. Papilionidae, 9. Pieridae, 10. Riodinidae.

In chapter 1 it is mentioned that Sri Lanka and India, originating from the same Gondwana region, share a lot of
common species with Africa; the research history of Sri Lankan butterflies, differences in terrain and climate and the
butterfly fauna corresponding to these difference, species and unique subspecies, are explained as well. In the second
chapter, the life history of butterflies — eggs, larvae, pupae, adult — and food resources of adults, natural enemies
and defense, movement and distribution, mating behavior and egg-laying are described. Chapter 3 explains the
significance and effect of conservation of butterflies while introducing the decline of butterflies in Sri Lanka’s areas,
putting up the example of the Butterfly Garden in Sri Lanka as one solution. Chapter 4 explains what kind of items
are included in the following chapters; and chapters 5-10 contain various details of each family.

Furthermore, there are several appendices: A. Species list; B. List of literature on the butterflies of Sri Lanka; C.
Larval host plants; D. Nectar sources; E. Literature on movement and the dispersion of the butterflies in Sri Lanka;
F. Eggs, larvae, pupae (color plates).

The list of species in Appendix A gives you an overview of the features of the butterfly fauna of Sri Lanka
distributed across climatic zones, by their scientific name, English name, endemic species and subspecies.

Due to the differences in climate, the butterfly fauna is classified into 4 zones: Wet (southwest humid zone), Dry
(northern half and the eastern part of the semi-arid zone: there is a rainy season and a dry season), Intermediate
(middle zone from the central south) and Arid (arid zone of northwestern and southeastern coastal areas). For
example, Jamides coruscans, a species of the Lycaenidae, shown on the cover of this book belongs to the Wet zone.
In the Arid and Dry zones, the Pierid genus Colotis and the Nymphalid Byblia ilithyia have African origin and can be
seen living in Sri Lanka.



Even though the "Butterfly Fauna of Ceylon" by Woodhouse (1949) and "Butterflies of Ceylon" by D'Abrera (2000)
are listed in the preface on the butterflies of Sri Lanka (Ceylon), it is said that the most of the details are based
largely on information in India. This book includes confirmed facts on butterfly distribution in Sri Lanka, generation
time, and host plants along with a number of beautiful ecology photographs which further enhance its value.

On the other hand, considering the general readers around the world, the accounts are arranged according to family -
subfamily — tribe in alphabetical order; the English name of the butterfly is also given in the title. It is important to
note that knowing the English nomenclature of the species can help while using this book.

Undoubtedly this is a book not to be missed in studying on butterflies of Sri Lanka or of India or other Oriental
regions, because many useful data are included in this book as mentioned above. It serves as a technical/educational
book as well as a professional book. The book is being sold on the Internet at around £45.

Toshiya Hirowatari
[Published in Yadoriga, a journal of the Lepidopterological Society
of Japan (LSJ). June-July 2016.]

[Thanks to Sugeeswari Lekamge for the translation]
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